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Historic footage from UW Libraries

Robert Gray presentation to the School Board
Principal Sherri Northington and MTSS Coach Sal Abruscato presented the Robert Gray Elementary
School improvement report and other information about the school at the board's meeting on
Tuesday, which took place at the school.

You can read the full report here or click on the photo above.

https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/collection/filmarch/id/349/rec/1
https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20221&FileName=Robert%20Gray%20Elementary%20Board%20Presentation%202023%20updated.pdf
https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20221&FileName=Robert%20Gray%20Elementary%20Board%20Presentation%202023%20updated.pdf
https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20221&FileName=Robert%20Gray%20Elementary%20Board%20Presentation%202023%20updated.pdf


Facilities Manager Mike Pauley provided his annual report to the School Board this week, which
included an overview of the various maintenance and capital projects that have taken place in the

district this past year, along with recommendations for future planning.

He also embedded the clip above of a football game taking place at Stewart Field, circa 1928, from
the University of Washington Libraries' Special Collections. That's the Natatorium in the background.
It was demolished 20 years ago to make way for the new Robert Gray Elementary School. Aberdeen

students now learn to swim at the YMCA of Grays Harbor.

https://digitalcollections.lib.washington.edu/digital/collection/filmarch/id/349/rec/1
https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20222&FileName=Board%20Facilities%20Report%20March%202023.pdf
https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20222&FileName=Board%20Facilities%20Report%20March%202023.pdf


Read about the numerous improvement projectsRead about the numerous improvement projects

Our Maintenance and Facilities Department has been very busy this past year -- these past two
years! Read about the many projects undertaken in the district. Most of these projects are in

addition to the day-to-day maintenance and operations.

SCHOOL BOARD

Sad news about one of our custodians
Our district and the Maintenance Department, in particular, are dealing with some sad news this past
week with the passing of Michael R. Anderson following an extended illness.

Mr. Anderson was the longtime custodian at the Hopkins Building and Harbor High School. He
especially enjoyed his interactions with the young adults after the donation of a pool table. A game
room area was created and he taught students how to play and compete.

Gina Salick, o�ce coordinator for the Hopkins Preschool, was able to visit with Mr. Anderson in his
last days and shares that he passed away peacefully at home. Mr. Anderson joined the Aberdeen
School District in 2010 and all of his service was at the Hopkins/Harbor High Building.

Summary of the March 7 meeting
Agenda

President Jennifer Durney convened the regular meeting of the Aberdeen School District Board of
Directors at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at Robert Gray Elementary School. In attendance were
Jessica Jurasin, Suzy Ritter and Jeremy Wright, along with Superintendent Jeffrey Thake and 27
patrons and staff. Director Annica Mizin was excused.
The meeting began with the �ag salute.

https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20222&FileName=Board%20Facilities%20Report%20March%202023.pdf
https://www.asd5.org/cms/lib/WA01001311/Centricity//Shared/School%20Board%20Agendas/2023%20Agendas/2023-03-07%20School%20Board.pdf


Minutes, Bills, Trips & Gifts
The Board approved the Consent Agenda, which included:
1. The minutes from the regular meeting on February 21, 2023, and
2. An overnight trip request from the chess club at Aberdeen High School, which quali�ed for the state
chess tournament and traveled to Stanwood High School in Stanwood on March 3-4.

Comments from the Board
Director Suzy Ritter commented that she was able to attend both the ASL concert and the AHS cheer
banquet, adding both events were very well done.

Superintendent’s Report
Superintendent Jeffrey Thake offered comment in support of Education Support Professionals Week,
which will be celebrated March 13-17.

Superintendent Thake announced that the next WSSDA Regional Meeting is scheduled for 6 p.m.
Monday, May 8, at North Thurston in Lacey
Superintendent Thake announced that the next meeting will feature a presentation from Summit
Paci�c on the creation of Blue Zones, a health and lifestyle approach to community-wide wellbeing.

Superintendent Thake said plans are under way for the selection of two students to serve on student
representatives on the board in 2023-24.

Superintendent Thake said he the board’s inquiry about reinstating a driver’s education program does
not appear feasible at this time.

Reduction in Force
Superintendent Thake discussed the negative impact that increased costs, declining enrollment and
the end of the federal Elementary and Secondary School Relief (ESSR) funds are having on the district
budget. He reported that he will be bringing a Reduction in Force resolution to the board at the March
21 meeting. The forecasted amount that will need to be cut is still being determined, he said.

Superintendent Thake also reported that Corey Plager, senior vice president of public �nance for D.A.
Davidson, is available to review the district’s �nancial trends, history and other data on Monday, March
27. The Board scheduled a workstudy for 6 p.m. in the Community Room at Aberdeen High School.

Robert Gray Presentation
Principal Sherri Northington and MTSS Coach Sal Albruscato presented the annual school
improvement plan and other information for Robert Gray Elementary School.

New Business

ICOS Report / Facilities Overview
Facilities Manager Mike Pauley presented an overview of various projects that have taken place in the
district, as well as various building needs and improvements to consider in future planning. He also
presented the annual Information and Condition of Schools (ICOS) state reports for Aberdeen High
School and Robert Gray Elementary School.

Geotech Survey
The board approved a proposal from Haley & Aldrich, Inc., for a geotechnical engineer’s analysis of
property at the tennis courts and Stewart Field.

https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20221&FileName=Robert%20Gray%20Elementary%20Board%20Presentation%202023%20updated.pdf
https://www.asd5.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=14456&dataid=20222&FileName=Board%20Facilities%20Report%20March%202023.pdf


Referrals for the Highly Capable program
open until March 24
Highly capable students are students who perform, or show potential
for performing, at signi�cantly advanced academic levels when
compared with others of their age, experiences, or environments.

The process of identifying Highly Capable students begins with a
teacher, parent, or community member submitting a referral. Anyone
may nominate a student for assessment.

To recommend a student for testing, a Highly Capable Referral must be
received by March 24, 2023. Please submit all referrals to Mindi

New Market Agreement
The board approved the 2023-2024 agreement allowing Aberdeen students to enroll at the New
Market Skills Center in Tumwater.

Interlocal Agreement Behavior Support
The board approved an interlocal agreement with ESD 113 for additional training for staff in behavior
supports and strategies.

Window Replacement Abatement
The board approved a contract with PBS Engineering and Environmental, Inc., for abatement oversight
on the project to replace windows at the Administration Building.

2023 E-Rate Bid
The board approved a recommendation from the Technology Department and awarded the 2023 bid
for E-Rate network switching and miscellaneous equipment to Zones, Inc.

Personnel Matters
Following an executive session, the Board approved the Personnel Report.

Next School Board meeting is March 21
The next regular meeting of the Board is scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 21, in the Community
Room at Aberdeen High School.

In addition, a budget workshop meeting is planned for 6 p.m. Monday, March 27, in the Community
Room at Aberdeen High School.

Those who attend regular meetings are welcome to sign up at the meeting to provide public comment
on agenda items. Written public comment for the record can also be submitted up to noon the day of
the meeting by writing to schoolboard@asd5.org. Comments or concerns not on the agenda can be
brought to the attention of the district by contacting the Superintendent's O�ce or by contacting
individual board members.

https://www.asd5.org/Page/7937
mailto:schoolboard@asd5.org
https://cdn.smore.com/u/1f19/33cc22df404c25a2915398f280d8b744.jpeg


Hammill at mhammill@asd5.org; Amber Melville at amelville@asd5.org, or deliver to McDermoth
Elementary School, 409 North K St.

In order to participate in testing, students must have a referral indicating exceptional abilities and
parental consent to test. Please ensure you have obtained a parent signature before submitting the
referral form. Once a referral is received, families will be provided information regarding the
assessment process.

Student test results and other assessment measures are evaluated by the Highly Capable
multidisciplinary selection team. Notice of quali�cation for Highly Capable Services will be mailed to
families and services will begin the following school year.

Staying in touch with Leadership
Superintendent Jeffrey Thake, jthake@asd5.org
Business O�ce, Shannon Ramsey, shramsey@asd5.org
Human Resources, Christi Sayres, csayres@asd5.org
Special Education, Rick Bates, rbates@asd5.org
Career & Technical Education, Lynn Green, lgreen@asd5.org
Teaching, Learning & Technology, Traci Sandstrom,
tsandstrom@asd5.org
Food Services, Jaime Matisons, jmatisons@asd5.org

mailto:mhammill@asd5.org
mailto:amelville@asd5.org
mailto:ahenderson@asd5.org
mailto:thake@asd5.org
mailto:shramsey@asd5.org
mailto:csayres@asd5.org
mailto:rbates@asd5.org
mailto:lgreen@asd5.org
mailto:tsandstrom@asd5.org
mailto:jmatisons@asd5.org
https://cdn.smore.com/u/4194/48ccf888fd45e4df77af23e9615eae00.jpeg


School Office Hours
A.J. West Elementary School

O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2130 / Interim Building Leader Nani Villarreal

Central Park Elementary School
O�ce Hours: 8:15 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2170 / Principal Joan Hoehn

McDermoth Elementary School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(360) 538-2120 / Principal Mindi Hammill

Robert Gray Elementary School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2140 / Principal Sherri Northington

Stevens Elementary School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
(360) 538-2150 / Principal Jamie Stotler

Harbor Learning Center
O�ce Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2180 / Principal Lisa Griebel

Hopkins Preschool
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(360) 538-2190 / Principal Joan Hoehn

Miller Junior High School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2100 / Principal John Meers

Aberdeen High School
O�ce Hours: 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(360) 538-2040 General / Principal Aaron Roiko
(360) 538-2060 Attendance Line



****************************
The Aberdeen School District does not discriminate in any programs or
activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin,
age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or
identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal
and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated
youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Christi Sayres, Title
IX Coordinator and Civil rights Compliance Coordinator, 216 North G St.,
Aberdeen, WA 98520; (360) 538-2222; csayres@asd5.org; Dr. Richard
Bates, Section 504/ADA Coordinator, 216 North G St., Aberdeen, WA
98520; (360) 538-2017; rbates@asd5.org.

mailto:sayres@asd5.org
mailto:rbates@asd5.org
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